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INTRODUCTION 

The Purpose of This Curriculum 
♦ To learn English
♦ To respond in writing to the book of Acts
♦ To learn to write in various academic conventions

Who This Curriculum Is For 
♦ adults learners
♦ intermediate learners (Canadian Language Benchmarks 5-6)
♦ ESL or EFL settings — Because the Bible represents a historical

setting and is couched in historical Hebrew culture, this curriculum is
suitable for either ESL (English as a Second Language) or EFL
(English as a Foreign Language) teaching.

How This Curriculum Is Organized 
♦ Text-based — Each unit is built around selected texts from the book

of Acts, The Holy Bible, New International Version® NIV®,
Copyright©1973, 1978, 1984.

♦ Task-based — Meaning is at the core of language, and each task has
the students using language in a meaningful way.

♦ Function-based —Each unit also develops the learners language for
every day living. The language learned in class is applicable for use
outside the classroom.

On-Task Time 
♦ the whole curriculum provides approximately 50-55 hours
♦ each unit takes approximately 4.5 hours of on-task class time
♦ each task varies according to the purpose and task type
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USER GUIDE 

• This curriculum contains twelve units of study with three foci each.
• Each unit covers a section of text from the book of Acts from the English Bible.
• The first focus of each unit guides the learners through a reading, vocabulary and

understanding of a section of Acts
• The second focus leads the learners into reflection and interactions with various

themes from the text through discussion
• The process of academic writing is the third focus.
• The unit is most effective when the foci are done sequentially.

Focus Instructions:  
Each focus is presented with clear step-by-step 
 instructions for the Instructor. 

Each focus has a side bar that gives information for 
the Instructor. 

Detailed instructions for the use of 
the photocopiable worksheets and 
the projection slides 

Approximate classroom time needed 
for the focus 

Biblical reference for the Unit. 

Language Objectives for the focus 
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CONTENTS

Unit 1 
Preparing to Write 
 Reading the Text: The Way He Was Taken Up (Acts 1:1-14) 
 Reflecting & Discussing 
 Overview of the Writing Process 

1 

Unit 2
Organizing an Essay 
 Reading the Text: When Pentecost Came (Acts 2:1- 6:7) 
 Reflecting & Discussing 
 Have a Plan 

31 

Unit 3
Writing a Conclusion 
 Reading the Text: Opposition Arose (Acts 6:8-8:7; 9:1-31) 
 Reflecting & Discussing 
 In Conclusion 

65 

Unit 4
Revising & Editing 
 Reading the Text: A Great Persecution Broke Out (Acts 8:1-40) 
 Reflecting & Discussing 
 Revising & Correcting Errors 

97 

Unit 5
Quoting & Referencing 
 Reading the Text: Cornelius Calls for Peter (Acts 10:1-11:26) 
 Reflecting & Discussing 
 How to Quote 

127 

Unit 6
Writing an Expository Essay 
 Reading the Text: Witness in Asia Minor (Acts 13:1-14:28) 
 Reflecting & Discussing 
 An Expository Essay 

161 

Unit 7
Developing a Persuasive Essay 
 Reading the Text: Jerusalem Council’s Declaration (Acts 15:1-16:4) 
 Reflecting & Discussing 
 The Persuasive Essay 

191 

Unit 8
Comparing & Contrasting 
 Reading the Text: Paul’s Call & Witness in Macedonia (Acts 16:6-17:15) 
 Reflecting & Discussing 
 A Comparison Essay 

219 

Unit 9
Exegeting Texts 
 Reading the Text: Paul’s Witness in Athens & Corinth (Acts 17:15-18:19) 
 Reflecting & Discussing 
 An Exegetical Paper 

249 

Unit 10
Writing about Causes & Results 
 Reading the Text: Ephesus’ Response of Faith & Opposition (Acts 18:19-20:38) 
 Reflecting & Discussing 
 Cause & Effect Paper 

285 

Unit 11
Narrating a Story 
 Reading the Text: Paul’s Arrest & Trials (Acts 21:17-26:32) 
 Reflecting & Discussing 
 A Narrative Essay 

325 

Unit 12
Writing a Critical Review 
 Reading the Text: Paul’s Journey & Witness in Rome (Acts 27:1-28:31) 
 Reflecting & Discussing 
 Critical Book Review Essay 

379 
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MATERIALS DISK INFORMATION 

Adobe Instructions for Materials CD: 

• Ensure that Acrobat Reader 7 or higher is on your computer.
Go to: get.adobe.com/reader/ and click on Get Adobe Reader. 

• Place the Materials CD into your computer. Open your Acrobat Reader program.

• Open the file titled Developing Academic Writing
Skills. This opens to the Inside Cover Page along
with a left panel of bookmarks.

• Place your cursor     on the Bookmark panel (on the
left side of the screen) and click Unit 1 Preparing to
Write, to go to the Unit 1 Title Page or on the
Bookmark Panel, place the cursor () on the plus
sign (+) and click which will drop down a list of
additional bookmarks.

• Once on the Unit 1 Title Page, a list of the foci for
the unit is visible; click any one of the foci and you will
immediately go to that focus.

• When on a specific focus, click on the Title of the Focus and you will
return to the Title Page of the Unit.

• On the Content Page, click wherever you see a ‘pointing finger’      and
you will be taken to the specific unit.

• This navigation system continues throughout the entire curriculum.

• Whenever your curser changes from a ‘closed hand’ icon to a ‘pointing
finger’ there is a link to another page in the file. The entire curriculum is
linked for quick reference in this manner.

Printing Using the Adobe Format: 

To print a specific page you must use the Adobe page numbers located at the 
bottom or top of the screen NOT the text page numbers. 

For the best colour documents: print from the Materials CD, using the ‘best’ setting 
on your printer. 
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